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May Meeting at the Hopkins VFW 

 
The May meeting speaker will be Jerome 
Jacobson who will talk about fishing for 
smallies and walleyes on Green Lake to get 
us ready for our upcoming tournament on the 
31st. 
 
A dinner of burgers and tots starts at 6, with 
Jerome speaking at 7 pm. 
 
 

2008 Waterdogs Fishing Club Calendar  
  
May 1  Monthly Meeting 
May 3  Crappie Tourney 
May 31 Walleye/SM Tourney            . 
June 5  Monthly Meeting 
June 20(Fri) Bass Tourney 
July 3? Monthly Meeting 
July 19-26 Rock&Roll Musky Tour 
Aug 7  Monthly Meeting                   . 
Sep 4  Monthly Meeting 
Sep 13  Multispecies Tourney 
Oct 2  Monthly Meeting 
Oct 11  SM Bass Tourney 
Nov 6  Annual Banquet 
The 2008 tournament details are on the last 
page of the Dogumentary 
 

* 82 Days * 
Until LOTW 

 
To get to know your lures better, we suggest 
that you take them to bed with you, but try 
and keep the hair and wood baits separate. 
 

From the Desk of the President, 
Little Angel 

 

                       
 
Well, here I am Saturday morning writing this 
when I could be out fishing in a tournament. My 
boat was ready but our wise tournament director 
decided next week might be better. Although 
many I am sure were disappointed, as the day 
went on I was glad not to have been out in that 
weather. I took this picture out my back window 
and thought to myself ‘I could be out in that’! 
Well, I can’t comment on the tournament but I 
thought I would include the following article that I 
found on-line about early crappie fishing. 
 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1



A Crappie Article by Eric Hustad 
 

                        
Another April is upon us and I can’t help but 
get excited! What a great month: the Twins 
play meaningful games, the NFL draft, snow 
melting, longer days, and the start of what I 
consider my preseason fishing. Giving 
normal ice out, in the middle of April, crappie 
fishing is my preseason of fishing. It is a time 
to get the rust off and spend some quality 
time on the water. For me catching crappies 
ranks right up there with walleyes, and the 
few weeks before walleye opener can be 
great for crappies (again taking into account 
normal ice out). It takes some patience and a 
lot of movement to find where the fish are at, 
but when you catch one crappie you can bet 
there are a lot more there. So what works for 
me?  
Crappies normally move into the reed beds 
to spawn when the water temperature 
reaches around 50 degrees. The lake I 
spend a lot of time fishing in the spring peaks 
at 51 degrees. The areas that will receive the 
most activity early on are the mud flats on the 
north side of the lake. That is the part of the 
lake that receives the most sun, and the mud 
bottom will absorb the sunlight. If you’re 
having a problem finding fish, try to target 
these mud bottom reed flats. The first place I 
go it the reed lines in the morning or a few 
hours before sundown. I will anchor off the 
reed lines and work different depths, but as 
sunset gets closer the shallower I go. I will 
use a slip bobber and a jig tipped with a 
minnow. Now I don’t endorse one brand over 
another, but I have found that Northland’s 
Gypsy jig really works well in the reeds. I use 
the 1/64 to 1/32 ounce and have found that 
the best colors seem to be yellow-green and 
white. Of course each lake is different and 
the fish may take orange or pink better so I 
usually have a variety of colors and see what 
works best. I cast in and let the wind work the 

jig around to find where those crappies are 
hiding. It is also a good idea to rig up and have 
three or four rods with you. The reason is that 
pike and bass can hit your jig and take the whole 
works with them. Nothing is worse than finding 
and getting into crappies and then having to take 
time to retie your line because jaws just hit your 
rig. 
A key element used in all this is the wind. When I 
am looking on where to start fishing I will target 
the reed line that the waves are sweeping into. 
There is a pretty good chance that the crappies 
will come into the reeds searching for the baitfish 
blown up in there. My favorite situation is where 
you have had a 15 mph wind and it dies to 
almost nothing going into the evening. With the 
light wind cast to the edge of reeds and let the 
wind carry you rig in a ways. If crappies are in 
the reeds you will know in a few casts or if you 
will have to move to a different spot. If the wind 
is really blowing hard then I will fish in the calmer 
areas on the lake. My reason is that I hate trying 
to fight big waves and keep control of the rig. On 
a dead calm night you’ll want to use the trolling 
motor and move just a little bit to find the fish. 
You also want to be quiet because a lot of noise 
in shallow water can really scare the fish. Don’t 
be afraid to go back to places you tried and hour 
earlier because sometimes crappies will move in 
from deeper water and you might have left 10 
minutes before they came in.  
The crappie fishing gets better each week in the 
spring and can stay that way well into May as far 
as fishing in reeds goes. There are other 
methods that work well such as casting beetle 
spins but I seem to have better luck in June 
when it comes to spinners etc. There is 
something about watching that bobber sink that 
really gets the heart pumping. There are some 
nights in the spring when you really can’t get the 
line out fast enough. So when the ice goes off 
get out there and give crappies in the reeds a try, 
it can be a great time. Oh yeah, don’t forget to 
bring a facemask and gloves with because that 
ride across the lake early in the spring can be a 
cold one. Tight Lines!!! 

Good luck to all next Saturday 

See you at the Thursday meeting 

Little Angel 
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2008 Waterdogs Tournament Series 
 

Date Species Lake Dogs in Charge 
3/15 Trout WI Streams Helen, Perp 

5/3 Crappie Pokegama by Pine City Griz, Banana Boy 
5/31 Walleye/SM Green Lake (Spicer) Farm Boy, Bud 
6/20 (Friday) Bass Sylvia by Annandale Lil Angel, Chips, Fluffy 
9/13 Multi Mille Lacs Mama’s, Greenstick, Otis 
10/11 SM Bass Rum River Suzy 
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