
The Dogumentary 
27th Year                                       The Waterdogs Fishing Club    January 2009 

 
January Meeting at VFW 
 
The January meeting will be at our usual 
stomping grounds at the Hopkins VFW.  Some 
committees are meeting early at 6pm, but 
otherwise the regular meeting will be at 7:00.   
 
The seminar committee has lined up a speaker 
for the meeting.  His name is John Laub, who 
is a local guide, and tournament pro who will 
talk about the local fishing scene in regard to 
our upcoming tournaments.  The talk will be 
largely Q&A, so bring your questions for John. 
 

2009 Waterdogs Fishing Club Calendar  
 
Jan 8 2009 Monthly Meeting 
Jan 17-18 Schara’s Kids Clinic 
Feb 5  Monthly Meeting                   . 
March 5 Monthly Meeting 
March21 Trout Tournament 
March 28 Trout Back-Up Date              . 
April 2  Monthly Meeting 
April 25 Crappie Tournament 
May 7  Monthly Meeting 
May 30-31 Walleye Tournament            . 
June 4  Monthly Meeting 
June 19 Bass Tournament 
July 2  Monthly Meeting 
July 18-25 2009 RockNRoll Musky Tour 
August 6 Monthly Meeting 
August 22 Bass Tournament II 
Sep 3  Monthly Meeting 
Sep 19  Multispecies Tournament    . 
Oct 1  Monthly Meeting 
Nov 5  Banquet 
See the last page for the 2009 Tournament 

Details 
 
Only 6 Months until the LOTW Trip 

If gas stays below $2.00, the trip will cost 
about $150 less per guy. 

From the Desk of the President,  
Helen Tom Keller      
 

 
 
Wow, it’s 2009!  Can you believe another year 
has passed?  Where does time go? 
 
I heard that the older you get, that time seems 
to move faster because your age in relative 
years increases compared to a single year and 
that’s why time seemed to move so slowly as a 
kid and so quickly as an adult.  It must be true; 
time seems to be moving faster every year. 
 
I am looking forward to the year ahead and 
hope I can add value to the club as President.  
Thanks to Little Angle for a great 2008 and to 
those of you who volunteered to chair and take 
part on the many committees.  We’re off to a 
good start, with 6 tournaments already 
scheduled and of course the famous Rock & 
Roll Musky tour in July. 
 
We’ll continue to meet and “feast” at the 
Hopkins VFW.  Same time as usual, with 
dinner at 6 pm and the meeting at 7pm.  We’ll 
also break-up into our sub-committees like we 
did last year for a quick organizing get-
together.   I also expect the sign-up sheet for 
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the St. Paul Sportsman show fishing clinic will 
be available, so please consider taking part 
this year. 
 
Looking back, it’s been an eventful fall, 
figuratively and literally.  We’ve experienced a 
presidential election, a stock market crash, 
rising and then falling gas prices, increasing 
unemployment, continuing financial instability, 
yada, yada yada.  The press makes it sound 
like we should roll up the carpets and turnout 
the lights.  The evening news begins with 
“Good evening” and then proceeds to tell you 
why it isn’t.  Well I think we forget how flexible 
and resilient the USA is; kind of like fishermen, 
when it’s a tough bite, we adjust and find a 
pattern that works.   
 
With all the troubles surrounding us, it seems 
that C&R fishermen are the best prepared to 
handle such a pessimistic environment.  Think 
about it, fishermen spend money to get up at 4 
am, drive two hours, sit out in a cold wind 
driven rain with the hope of catching a slimy 
creature, and after catching something toss it 
back with great satisfaction with only the 
moment to remember.  If that’s not an example 
of optimism, then I don’t know what is!    Of 
course some just call it crazy.   
 
With that being said, I have some fears.   The 
economy will further challenge fishing as a 
past time for many.  Fishing’s become 
expensive and many people could be priced 
out of the hobby.  It’s increasingly harder to get 
kids involved in the sport.  There are more 
excuses to not get kids involved.  There are 
more distractions and parents are less 
motivated.  I believe $25 musky lures won’t 
keep the sport alive, but the $0.10 jig will, but 
only if the sport is passed down to the next 
generation.  Bait shops and manufactures are 

struggling while at the same time there are 
special interest groups who want to destroy the 
sport.  So I ask and challenge the club what 
can we do to help?  Are we doing all we can to 
promote this great past time?  I don’t have any 
answers or any great ideas, but there’s 
probably lot we can do, so I ask you to ponder 
the question.    
 
Let’s go fishing! 
 
 
Dues are Due 
 
The clubs annual dues are $75, payable at the 
January meeting.  The Lake of the Woods 
deposit is $175 for those that are going. 
Checks should be made out to the Waterdogs 
and will be collected by the Grand Procurator, 
Rick Anderson. 
 
2009 Elections 
 
Elections for VP and board members were 
held at the December Meeting, with Perp 
getting the nod for VP, and Juan, Greenstick, 
Banana Boy, and FD picked for the 2009 board 
of directors. ‘Lots of Fun and No Major 
Changes’ is the mantra for 2009. 
 
Schara’s Kids Clinic Jan 17&18 
 
The annual St. Paul Sportshow is scheduled 
for the weekend of January 17-18, and once 
again the club has committed to help out Ron 
Schara with his Kids Fishing Clinic.  The hours 
are expected to be the same as usual, at 12 
noon to 2:00 on Saturday, and 11 to 1:00 on 
Sunday.  Chainsaw will have more details at 
the meeting.  Come and help with the kids, and 
collect your 2 early tournament points. 
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2009 Waterdogs Tournament Series 

Mark Your Home and Work Calendars Now! 
Date Species Location Dogs in Charge 
Saturday, March 21 
(March 28 Backup) 

Trout Pierce and Rush 
Counties, WI 

Janitor, Nasty, Shatner 

Saturday, April 25 Crappie Washington Lake Mama’s Boy, Griz 
Sat-Sun, May 30-31 Walleyes Big Stone Lake Duper, Analist, Perp 
Friday, June 19 Bass Clearwater Lake Helen, Buick 
Saturday, August 22 Bass Chisago Lakes Chips, Farm B, Fluffy 
Saturday, Sep 19 Multispecies Minnetonka Greenstick, Shorty, Kirk
 



The Dogumentary 
27th Year                                       The Waterdogs Fishing Club    February 2009 

 
February Meeting at VFW 
 
The February meeting will be at the palatial 
Hopkins VFW once again.  A resemblance of 
dinner is at 6pm, and the meeting will begin at 
7:00.   
 
Our speaker will be Ron Schara, who will give 
his usual and interesting random walk through 
the world of fishing. 
 
 

2009 Waterdogs Fishing Club Calendar  
 
Feb 5  Monthly Meeting                   . 
March 5 Monthly Meeting 
March21 Trout Tournament 
March 28 Trout Back-Up Date              . 
April 2  Monthly Meeting 
April 25 Crappie Tournament 
May 7  Monthly Meeting 
May 30-31 Walleye Tournament            . 
June 4  Monthly Meeting 
June 19 Bass Tournament 
July 2  Monthly Meeting 
July 18-25 2009 RockNRoll Musky Tour 
August 6 Monthly Meeting 
August 22 Bass Tournament II 
Sep 3  Monthly Meeting 
Sep 19  Multispecies Tournament    . 
Oct 1  Monthly Meeting 
Nov 5  Banquet 
See the last page for the 2009 Tournament 

Details 
 
Only 6 Months until the LOTW Trip 

Get your paperwork done ASAP 
1. RABC 

2. Sportsman’s Card 
3. License 

 

From the Desk of the President,  
Helen Tom Keller      

 
The February meeting will be held at the 
Hopkins VFW, with dinner at 6:00pm and 
meeting at 7:00pm.  Our guest speaker this 
month is Ron Schara, the Minnesota icon.   He 
always has something interesting to say and I 
am looking forward to his visit.  I clearly 
remember the last time he spoke and it wasn’t 
for what he said, it for what happened the 
weekend before he spoke, but I’ll get to that 
later. 
 
It might be February, but open water fishing is 
alive and kicking.  The winter trout season 
opened on January 15.   I hope some of you 
have been out enjoying the streams.  Trout 
fishing is one of my favorite things to do in the 
winter.  It’s a great way to clear the winter 
cobwebs.  I highly recommend it, in fact we 
should think about a midwinter club outing.   
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Cold weather and busy kids have kept me from 
enjoying the Trout season so far, but I’m 
looking forward to my wife’s birthday.  Yep, 
that what I said, my wife Janet and I have 
made it a February tradition to take a day off 
around her birthday to go fishing.  She fly-
fishes while I spin cast.    It’s a great way to 
reconnect and enjoy some time together.   
 
I remember a few years ago, we were fishing 
Hay Creek near Redwing.  I was driving 
around looking for a spot on the stream to fish.   
I edged over to the side of the road to get a 
better view of the stream when that sinking 
feeling came upon us.  I am sure most of you 
can relate to the “invisible hand” that grabs the 
vehicle, sliding it into the ditch.   After stopping, 
our SUV literally slid sideways down the grade 
and right into the ditch.  There was nothing we 
could do.  We tried, but there was no way we 
could get the vehicle out of the ditch without 
help.   
After about 30 minutes an old ¼ ton pick-up 
came along.  It was a local farmer and his 
family.  They tried in vain to pull us out.  Their 
efforts just made the problem worse.  The SUV 
slid in further and sunk in deeper.   They 
actually were leaving to get their tractor when a 
guy in a Ford F350 showed up.  Needless to 
say, he pulled our Ford Explorer out like it was 
toy.   We all exchanged pleasantries, some 
laughs, we got a few tips, and went our 
separates ways.   Janet I and walked the 
stream laughing about the experience and 
were warmed by the generosity of strangers.    
 
After a couple of hours, we decided to take a 
break and get a bite to eat at the Hay Creek 
Saloon.   Hot burgers and a few cold beers 
later we were ready to hit the stream.  I asked 
for the check while digging into my wallet.  
Looking up at the Waitress I said, “you don’t 
take credit cards do you?”   “Nope, cash or 
local checks” the waitress said.   “We got a 
problem,” I said.   My wife said “loser”, 
laughing at my expense.   I said, “Happy 
Birthday!!”  The owner came over and said “no 
problem, here’s the address, just mail a check 
when you get home”.   “Really?  I can find an 
ATM,” I said,  “Really” she said.   Wow what a 
way to keep a customer, trust a rare 
commodity these days.   Needless to say, we 
gave them an extra big tip.  
 

In the end we didn’t catch any fish, but we had 
a great day, enjoying the out-of–doors and 
each other’s company.   
 
Now back to why I remember Schara’s last 
visit to the club.  I went ice fishing on Eagle 
Lake the weekend before Schara last spoke at 
one of our meetings.  The lake is about a mile 
from my house in Plymouth.   I parked and 
decided not to take the portable icehouse off 
the truck, but instead I grabbed a bucket and 
walked out on the lake to scope things out.  I 
stopped at a few holes and caught a few 
sunfish, so I decided to go back and get the 
portable.  As I walked off the lake, I noticed the 
truck that I parked next to was leaving.  It 
wasn’t a strange scene, but it gave me a 
strange feeling, like an ”invisible hand” 
grabbing something that was yours.   When I 
got to my truck, the house was gone.  
Needless to say I was ticked, disappointed in 
my fellow “outdoorsmen” and even more 
pissed at myself for not securing it better.  The 
Clam icehouse was a birthday gift I gave my 
wife, which never got used.  She asked me to 
buy it for her birthday so we could take the kids 
out ice fishing.   Never the less, I was pretty 
put off by the ice fishing crowd on Eagle Lake 
that year. 
 
Why do I tell these two stories?   Because I 
think the club is represented by the first story.  
There’s a spirit of fellowship, fun and 
willingness to help each other and other 
fishermen.    I hope we continue to openly 
share knowledge and information through the 
friendly completion we all enjoy. 
 
Good Fishing, Helen 
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Dues are Due 
 
The clubs annual dues are $75, and the Lake 
of the Woods deposit is $175 for those that are 
going. Don’t chance the ridicule of being the 
last to pay! 
 
 
Banana Keeps 7-Pounder 
 
Jen and Branden Happel are proud to 
announce the birth of their second child, a boy 
named Rylan Hugh Happel.  He joins 2-year 
older brother Aidan into a life that will  be filled 
with outdoor adventures with Mom and Dad. 
 

 
With Visions of Cowgirls… 

 
 
Juan Finds the Honey Hole 
 
Laun and Ruth Sanderson moved into their 
dream home on the shores of Schmidt Lake, 
which is situated between Medicine and Bass 
Lake in Plymouth.  The Sanderson’s updated 
the home over the fall and winter and moved in 
January.  Juan has already caught northerns 
and bass in the lake, and invites Dogs to come 
and help him get to know every fish in the lake 
personally. 
 

 
Juan’s New Backyard 

 
 
Kid’s Clinic Long on Dogs, Short of Kids 
 
The Schara Kid’s Clinic at the St. Paul 
Sportshow was well attended by club members 
on both days, but the number of kids that 
showed up was much less than in previous 
years.  Maybe it’s the economy or the location 
of the clinic at the show that discourages 
attendance.  Ron will likely talk about it at this 
month’s meeting. 
 

 
Fluffee and Friend watch a Cast go 

Airborne at the Kids Clinic 
 

 
Check www.waterdogsmn.org for the latest in 
club news, information and entertainment.  It’s 
changing all the time! 
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2009 Waterdogs Tournament Series 

Mark Your Home and Work Calendars Now! 
Date Species Location Dogs in Charge 
Saturday, March 21 
(March 28 Backup) 

Trout Pierce and Rush 
Counties, WI 

Janitor, Nasty, Shatner 

Saturday, April 25 Crappie Washington Lake Mama’s Boy, Griz 
Sat-Sun, May 30-31 Walleyes Big Stone Lake Duper, Analist, Perp 
Friday, June 19 Bass Clearwater Lake Helen, Buick 
Saturday, August 22 Bass Chisago Lakes Chips, Farm B, Fluffy 
Saturday, Sep 19 Multispecies Minnetonka Greenstick, Shorty, Kirk
 



The Dogumentary 
27th Year                                       The Waterdogs Fishing Club    March 2009 

 
March Meeting at VFW 
 
The March meeting will be in the bowels of the 
Hopkins VFW once again.  The road pizza 
dinner is at 6pm, and the meeting will begin at 
7:00.   
 
 
 

2009 Waterdogs Fishing Club Calendar  
 
March 5 Monthly Meeting 
March 7 WI Winter Trout Opens 
March 21 Trout Tournament 
March 28 Trout Back-Up Date              . 
April 2  Monthly Meeting 
April 25 Crappie Tournament 
May 7  Monthly Meeting 
May 30-31 Walleye Tournament            . 
June 4  Monthly Meeting 
June 19 Bass Tournament 
July 2  Monthly Meeting 
July 18-25 2009 RockNRoll Musky Tour 
August 6 Monthly Meeting 
August 22 Bass Tournament II 
Sep 3  Monthly Meeting 
Sep 19  Multispecies Tournament    . 
Oct 1  Monthly Meeting 
Nov 5  Banquet 
See the last page for the 2009 Tournament 

Details 
 
 
 
Only 5 Months until the LOTW Trip 

Start your forearm exercise program 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Desk of the President,  
Helen Tom Keller      

 
 
We’ll meet on Thursday, March 5, at the 
Hopkins VFW at 6:00 pm for dinner with the 
meeting beginning 7:00pm.  We attempted to 
get a speaker for March, but our efforts went 
unfulfilled, unless Kirk can pull a rabbit out of 
hat. 
 
I tried to get Mike Kurre, the MN DNR Director 
of Outreach.  He was interested and willing to 
speak to us and very familiar with the 
Waterdogs through the Cast Away for Kids 
program.  Apparently the club has some 
notoriety in the Minnesota fishing community 
for our efforts.  Anyway, he can’t speak on 
Thursdays due to the FAN OUTDOORS radio 
show he co-hosts with Billy Hildebrand.   
Maybe we can bring the radio show to the 
club?  I’ll work on that one. 
 
Mike and I talked for a bit so I asked him about 
what volunteer opportunities the DNR might 
have for a club like ours.  I could sense his 
excitement on the other end of the phone, 
leading me to believe he doesn’t get that many 
inquiries about voluntarism.  He will contact me 
with some specifics, but he had two immediate 
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thoughts that I think the club should consider.  
The first was helping at the Governors Fishing 
Opener in May.  I am not sure where it is this 
year, but he said that all the local guides get 
booked and they are always in the need of 
more fishermen to take groups out or to help 
around the docks getting groups settled.  They 
also hold a kids fishing event he thought might 
be a good fit for a group like ours. 
 
The second opportunity is in June at a “Take a 
Kid Fishing” event.  The goal is to expose kids 
to fishing who would not normally get the 
chance.  I told him that I thought some of the 
Dogs took part in this in the past, but I was not 
sure.  I’ll provide an update once I get more 
information. 
 
Also, thanks to the Dogs helping out at the 
“Fishing for Life” event on Feb 28-29.   Let us 
know how it goes at our Thursday meeting. 
 
 
PLAYING HOOKY 
 Starring: Carmen & Fluffee 
  
Just The Facts 
Date Tuesday February 17, 2009 
Water Whitewater Valley 
Conditions Low water, extremely clear 
Time 11:00am start, 5:00pm finish 
Temps 37° Start, 42° High/finish 
Skies Bluebird Start, Overcast Finish 
Winds Negligible-to-light breeze 
Baits 98% jig-and-twister 
Species Brown and Brook Trout 
Largest 11 ½” Brook 
Total Approx 15 
  
And now the Embellishment: 
  
I've been traveling entirely too much these 
days to take advantage of the limited number 
of above freezing days this winter. If I'm not 
mistaken you could count them on one hand. If 
I wasn't traveling, I was either sick, or it was 
raining. But I do love winter trout fishing and 
have been ever watchful for a break in the 
weather.  
  
The week prior to Valentine's Day held a 
glimmer of hope, but I was fighting a business 
meeting and a cold and my first draft swabbie, 
Carmen was 200 times worse off. He 

suggested President's Day, but the long range 
forecast didn't bode well. Neighborhood 
weather man Ian Leonard said a high of 34. 
Not worth the risk. If he missed the mark by a 
point or two we'd be picking ice out of our 
guides all day. Even the day before President's 
Day Monday the high was expected at maybe 
35. I was sorely disappointed to see the 
thermometer hit 39 and was moaning all day. 
Tuesday dawned with me getting ready for 
work and catching the morning forecast where 
highs of close to 40 were being called for. 
Enough is enough, the time is right. I headed in 
to the office with several text and email 
messages to Carmen. Frankly, if Raymo didn't 
respond by 8:00, the entire Waterdogs phone 
tree was going to get activated. At 8 am I head 
a one word response to my one word email; 
"Trout"? and that was "When"? 
  
By 9:30 we were hauling down Route 52 to the 
Whitewater Valley watching the car 
thermometer climb every mile. Blue skies and 
37 degrees greeted us as we pulled in to my 
favorite stretch of the South Branch. I had not 
fished the South Branch in quite some time. It 
was a very changed river. The floods of two 
years ago had really altered the look of the 
place. I could have dealt with the change, 
considering the fine day it was. Carmen and I 
both assured ourselves that catching fish was 
secondary to being outside, on the water, on a 
beautiful day. A few hours later our tune was 
changing a little. 
  
We did not see a single fish for the first two 
hours. Typically under similar circumstances 
catching fish is still hard, but at least you see 
them; spooking them and watching handfuls 
scatter as you cross the stream. Things were 
so sparse we couldn’t even spook a fish. Even 
Carmen with his lung rattling cough couldn’t 
startle a fish. I’m always pitching my bait into 
several different kinds of features; whether 
dark pools, deep banks, fast water, log jams, 
you name it. On any given day you can usually 
pull something from each of these locales. On 
this given day we saw nothing from any of 
these features. Finally, on the shady side of a 
far bank I was able to pull a brownie out from 
under a log that was lying parallel to the bank. 
She taped out at 11½ “. A few more casts 
further down the log had me dropping my jig 
over a low hanging branch. As I’m pulling my 
bait through the water trying to free it from it’s 



arboreal entanglement, another fish hits and is 
promptly pulled up in to the tree where she 
danced for a moment and spit the hook. I did 
recover the bait though! 
  
A couple more hours on this water had 
perhaps two more fish show themselves to us 
but nothing landed. In 4 ½ hours of fishing; 1 ½ 
landed and maybe 3 drive-bys. As beautiful as 
the day was, not catching fish was getting 
tiring. “Carmen, it’s time for a change”. I 
suggested one of a couple of tiny brookie 
streams I know. You may have heard of this 
one, it’s called Un-named Creek. There are 
several islands on Lake of the Woods that go 
by the same name on the daily tote boards. 
  
It’s a tiny creek and after walking from the car 
a bit we come upon the first hole. The spot is 
just big enough to park my Honda Pilot there, 
no larger. Six casts in to it and we have 5 
brook trout on the board with our largest at just 
over 11 inches. The hole is teeming with them 
and they are aggressive. What was interesting 
to see was even some 3-4” fish were taking 
our bait. This is a great sign in that the local 
population of brookies are reproducing in the 
creek. We decide to go down stream and rest 
the hole after 6 or so fish. The creek has very 
little fishable water for large stretches. Those 
“holes” that do present themselves aren’t going 
to harbor fish of any size. In essence Carmen 
and I take a 45 minute round trip walk back to 
our starting hole. Once again we’re back and 
take another 7 fish or so with Carmen hitting a 
string of 9 – 11 inchers. It’s a blast and leaves 
Carmen pondering why the heck didn’t I just 
take him here at 11:00am. We had so many 10 
and 11 inch fish that we must have hit the 
same few fish 2 or 3 times.  
  

         
Carmen Cradles a Salvelinus fontinalis 

 
While the fishing was tough on the South 
Branch, we may have been victims of the 
bright skies and low, clear water. But then 
again, perhaps the system has not fully 
recovered from the beatings it took awhile 
back. If you need winter trout fishing, you may 
want to consider a slightly longer drive to the 
Root River system (though I have not fished it 
in two years as well) or wait until March 1st and 
head to Wisconsin. I hope to be there soon. 
 
 

 
This one measures Four Thumbs Long! 
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